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COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE:

The Seven Principles of Public Life 
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COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE:
ROLE AND REMIT

➔ An small, independent body, independent of both Parliament and Government 

➔ We are not a regulator and do not investigate individual cases

➔ We examine concerns of conduct of all holders of public office and make 
recommendations as to any changes needed

➔ Remit expanded to include political parties and funding (1997) and those 
delivering public services (2013).   Since 2013, we cover England only.

3

Independent 

Chair
Four non-political members             Three political members
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COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE:
Membership

Simon Hart MP

(Conservative)
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Lord Jonathan Evans of 

Weardale KCB DL, Chair

Dr Jane Martin CBE Dame Shirley Pearce DBE Jane Ramsey Monisha Shah

Rt Hon Dame Margaret Beckett 

DBE MP (Labour)
Rt Hon Lord Stunell OBE 

(Liberal Democrat)



The Committee on Standards in Public Life:
How we go about our work
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➔ A wide remit, free to choose our work programme

➔ This can be anticipating issues, or can be reactive when needed - e.g. 
Intimidation in Public Life Report

➔ Our primary work takes the form of inquiries leading to published 
reports eg Local Government Ethical Standards. We also monitor 
standards issues and contribute to others’ consultations

➔ We depend for our influence on our evidence, persuasiveness and 
transparency.  We have no regulatory or executive powers and cannot 
force people to accept our recommendations



The Committee on Standards in Public Life:
Launch of Local Government Ethical Standards Report
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Launch of Report
31 January 2019
In the 
Commonwealth 
Parliamentary 
Association Room,
Westminster Hall,
Parliament, London



The Committee on Standards in Public Life:
Launch of Local Government Ethical Standards
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Panel members: Jonathan Goolding, Dame Stella Manzie DBE, Lord Evans, Dr Jane Martin CBE 


